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Local labor does job on new road, bridge

James Parkway
extension in Heath
almost completed

BY KENT MALLETT
Advocate Reporter

HEATH — The bridge
completing the James Park-
way extension to Irving
Wick Drive West will open
in a few weeks on time,
under budget and made by
Licking County labor.

Tige half-mile extension
of James Parkway, froth iv-
ing Wick Drive to Kaiser
Drive, opens up 70 acres for
future development, in ad-
dition to improving traffic
flow for employees of near-
by businesses such as Boe-
ing and Kaiser Aluminum.

‘Motorists will be able fo
take James Parkway from the
Hebron Road entrance to
Mid-Chio Industrial Park at
the southern tip of Heath,
through Central Ohio Aero-
space and Technology Cen-
ter, to Irving Wick Drive West.

The Heath-Newark-Lick-
ing County Port Autherity
decided at its August meet-
ing to dedicate the bridge

as the Made in Licking

County Bridge to recognize
the local labor involved
" with the project.
“Labor Day is a fitting day
to recognize the work force
talent that can build a
bridge like this,” said Rick

- Platt, executive director of

the Port Authority. “I think
it stands out that Licking
County has that capability
here.”

The bridge will include a
plaque proclaiming it the
Made in Licking County

-Bridge and a 50-year time
capsule including names of
Licking County individuals
and businesses who
worked on the project.

The bridge construction
combined the efforts of 24

Matthew Berty, The Advocate

‘Rick Platt, direcfor of the Newark, Heath; Licking

County Port Authority talks to a-group of people
Thursday afternoon during a cockout on the almost com-
pleted bridge that will connect to Irving Wick Drive West.

companies with Licking
County ties, including more
than 100 people who live or
work in Licking County. -

The $2.9 million project
included the work of the
Heath-Newark-Licking
County - Port Authority,
Newark compariies Layton
Excavating, Armstrong Steel
Erectors and Bowden Con-
struction, and L&K Con-
crete Sawing and Drilling,
of Hanover. )

Platt invited representa-
tives from the companies to
a cookout Thursday on the
bridge, which takes traffic
over Ramp Creek, connect-
ing to Irving Wick Drive.

“This is really a thank
you,” Platt told the gathered
crowd. “The Port Authority
can't be happier with the
bridge. I hope my grandkids
can come here and see
what we did.” -

John Vermaaten, the au-
thority’s manager on the
project, said he tried to
track the Licking County
contributions, and counted
at least 120 involved with
the work. . _

“If's amazing how far
out a project like this can
reach,” Vermaaten said. “It

N

affects a tremendous
number of people in the
county.”

Armstrong Steel Erectors
generally had eight or nine
employees of its 30-mem-
ber core work force on site,
but about 24 employees
were involved in some way.

“It was very important to
us,” Armstrong president
Diane Bednar said. “We
were able to start in Febru-
ary, before most other work
could start. It was impor-
tant to put people to work
that were laid off. We're
proud of the final product.”

Joe Bowden, owner of
Bowden Construction, said
he had six or seven em-
ployees there installing
contermporary street light-
ing elements on the bridge
and 25 employees involved
with the project. The com-
pany has not had any lay-
offs during the recession.

“Were still working,”
Bowden said. “We're doing
things we didn't do a few
years ago; just different as-

pects of construction we

didn't do or subiet. .
“This'is a great project.

it’s close to home and good

people to work with.” -

Stephen Phillips, job fore-
man for project general
contractor Layton Excavat-
ing, said the work was
much appreciated.

“This project here helped
us out a little bit,” Phillips
said. “It's slow, slow for
everybody.”

Lance Kuhlwein, owner
of L&K Concrete for 11
years, also was thankful for
the project. '

“This year has been real
tough, probably slowest of
the 11,” Kuhlwein said. “I
like this ptojéect because it
opens that land up for more
development. Bring it on.”

Kent Mallett can bé reached
at (740) 328-8545 ar
kmallett@newarkadvocate.com.
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TARTING BEFOH

STEVE [PG-13]
[1:05, 4:05] 7:05

EXTRACT [R) -
[2:00, 500} 7:25

| GAMER [R] [1:45,
450655

HALLOWEEN 2 [R}
11:40, 4401 715

RFINAL

DESTINATION [R]
[1:25, 3501 6:40 -

INGLORIDES
{105, 4051 7:06 . -

G-FORCE [PG}
[4:30, 4:25] 6:45
TIME TRAVELERS
WIFE [PG13] {1:50,
448} 7:30
DISTRICT 81R}
[1:10,4:15] 650 -
JULIE AND JULIA
[PG13] {1:15, 4:30]
70,

G JOE [PG13] [1:20,
420) ..

BASTERDS[R] -

RESERVE TICKETS ONLINEAT - -
| .- gohollywood.com - |-
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